[Is down-staging of advanced bladder cancer by neoadjuvant chemotherapy possible?--MVEC protocol].
In 22 patients with advanced transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder, neoadjuvant chemotherapy according to the MVEC regimen was given. Subsequent radical cystectomy showed down-staging in 7 patients (32%). The preoperative clinical staging revealed regression of the bladder cancer in 77% of all cases. Down-grading was seen in only 2 patients. Because of the discrepancy between preoperative clinical staging and the histopathological staging after radical cystectomy, invasive tumour surgery is necessary even when clinical staging has not revealed a tumour after chemotherapy.